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The assumption was that he was about to force the
entrance.
It is necessary to note the peculiar shape of the har-
bour which made it a naturally strong position. The
city lay behind the long narrow spit, while the forts
of La Machina and La Caieta, now called Castilla
Grande and Manzanillo, were on the right, with the
castle of San Lazaro and the long high promontory of
La Popa visible beyond. Above the roofs of the city
could be discerned the church of Santo Domingo.
By sunset all was ready for a landing. There was
no moon, and a night attack, audacious and desperate,
was decided upon. Carleil was to land with his pike-
men on the spit and advance toward the city, while the
fleet, under Frobisher, was to stage an attack upon the
forts and boom as soon as contact had been made with
the defenders on shore.
The landing was effected as soon as it was dark, the
sound of the surf drowning any sounds they might have
made, and the general, ordering a forward movement
at midnight, directed his men to keep close to the sea.
It seems that their first attempt had been a failure.
The volunteer guide lost the way among the scrub and
sand dunes and probably led them off in the direction
of the harbour entrance.    They had about two and a
half miles to go.
Suddenly they were aware of a squadron of cavalry
ahead, and the arquebusiers let fly a volley of shot.
The bushes came down to the very sea at this point.
To try to ride down a company of pikemen in the
dark in such circumstances was out of the question.
The horsemen retreated and Carleil heard at once the
answering signal.   Frobisher, with boats and pinnaces,
was bombarding the harbour forts.
As they approached the city the neck of land became
only a mere fifty paces wide and they encountered a